
FECKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on  

Thursday 19 November 2009 at 7:30pm 

 
Present  Councillors: A Henson (Chair) 
    T Smith 
    L Venables 
    J Matthews (late) 
    J Roundell 
    J James 
    A Pulsford 
    
In Attendance I Bellion, D Southwell, RBC Cllr M Chalk, WCC Cllr P Gretton & several 

members and officers of RBC  
 
Apologies and reasons  
 
11/09/01 Declarations of Interest: Cllr Matthews, Cllr Smith & Cllr Roundell – allotment grant; Cllr 

Matthews allotment & shop grant 
   

11/09/02 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The Council resolved to approve the 17 September Minutes as an accurate record.     
 

11/09/03 County Councillor Report: Co Cllr Gretton reported the following: 
1. B4090 new surface with special road markings work 7-18 December.  Local traffic will be 

allowed.   
2. Energy to waste plant in Hartlebury consultations to begin in new year.  WCC hopes to open 

plant by 2013.   
 
11/09/04 Borough Councillor Report: M Clayton reported the following:  

1. Apologies for lateness, 
2. Joint Service Management Team proposal accepted.  New team could be in place by 

April/May 2010.   
 

 
Standing Orders suspended to hold Open Forum for up to 15 Minutes – see notes at end 
of Minutes. 

  
 
11/09/05 RBC PACT PRESENTATION 

1. RBC is trying to engage a greater number of residents through the media, citizens groups, 
road shows and PACTs.   

2. There are currently 12 communities in Redditch with neighbourhood group meetings.   

3. FPC cllrs stated they would like a PACT meeting in Feckenham and the RBC 
members/officers replied this would be their recommendation to the Executive.   

 
 
PROGRESS REPORTS 
 

11/09/06 Rock Hill Lane Decision Challenge: The Clerk forwarded a map of the Rock Hill Lane 
area in question for R Cotton to determine exact spot that is believed to be RBC land.  R 
Cotton confirmed that a mistake was made about RBC ownership of land on Rock Hill 
Lane.  Matter resolved. 

11/09/07 Dog Fouling Bins Proposal: Two new dog fouling bins are to be installed shortly by 
RBC free of charge to FPC.  Matter resolved.   

 

11/09/08 Section 106 Funds: Co Cllr Gretton replied with the following in a 30 Sept email: Turton 
Gardens – The Highways Partnership Unit received £2,000 from this development in 
2003 and I understand the money was spent on signing and lining works in the vicinity 

of the school several years ago. Matter resolved. 



11/09/09 Landscaping at Swansbrook Lane & Astwood Lane: Sue Mullins reported the 
following in a 24 September email: “I have now heard back from the Planning Officer 
who says that he has raised this issue with the developer previously and that he thought 
the matter had been resolved when the developer agreed to sow the affected area with 
grass seed. The Planning Officer will be driving past the site soon and will inspect it 
again. The Planning Officer will also check the planning file, and if anything further can 
be done, he will contact the developer and try and get it sorted out.” 

11/09/10 Meeting Dates: The Clerk booked the following dates with B Robson for 2010- 18 
February, 18 March, 22 April, 20 May, 15 July, 16 September, 18 November & 16 
December. Matter resolved. 

 
11/09/11 Dispensation: Dispensation for cllrs to conduct business concerning the Amenity Trust 

was granted for 4 years.  Matter resolved.   
 
 

CURRENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
11/09/12 TO CONSIDER 2009 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 The Council resolved the following: 

1. To award £300 to the Allotments Society for the purpose of designing and 
developing an allotment/conservation garden.   

2. To award £400 to the Village Shop for the purpose of expanding the facility into a 
coffee shop.   

3. To award £400 to St John the Baptist Church for the purposes of maintaining the 
churchyard and publishing the Feckenham News.   

 ACTION: Clerk to cut cheques for the December meeting.       
 
11/09/13 TO CONSIDER ADOPTING A COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
 The document as presented in the 21-10-09 email sent by the Clerk to cllrs was adopted without 

alterations.   
  
11/09/14 TO CONSIDER RESPONSE TO TRAFFIC GROUP PROPOSALS AND NEXT STEPS   
 The Council resolved to endorse the following recommendations of the Traffic Group 

1. Move 30mph west of Berrow Hill Lane. 
2. Move 30mph sign east, near the brow of the hill. 
3. Create a pinch point near Old Cider Mill with the intention of slowing traffic from both 

east and west.   
ACTION: Chair Henson to write a letter to Traffic Group which includes  
thanks for their efforts, the resolutions of the Council and a request as to what 
should be done with the VAS monies. 

 
11/09/15 TO CONSIDER DRAFT 2010/11 BUDGET & RISK ASSESSMENT        
 The Council resolved to adopt the budget (outlined in the 19 November email the Clerk 

sent to cllrs) recommended by the Clerk’s Finance Group without amendments.   
 ACTION: Clerk to forward precept request of £8,300 to RBC. 
 
11/09/16 TO CONSIDER FILLING THE PLANTERS FOR A QUOTED PRICE OF £45 
 The Council resolved to accept Where Next’s quotation of £45 to plant the pots.     
 ACTION: Clerk to place the order for the planting work. 
 
11/09/17 TO CONSIDER APPOINTING ANOTHER REPRESENTATIVE TO THE STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE 
 The Council resolved to appoint Cllr Venables as the second FPC representative to the 

Standards Committee. 
 ACTION: Clerk to inform S Mullins. 

   
11/09/18 TO CONSIDER APPROVING CLERK’S 2009/10 CONTRACT 

The Council resolved to adopt the new contract with a 1% pay rise from 1 April and an increase of 
mileage allowance to £0.601 per mile.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



CLERK’S UPDATE 
 
11/09/19 Schedule Of Correspondence Not Yet Replied To 

Traffic Group - R Cotton: 3 Nov letter – B4090 Traffic Situation 
 

  
11/09/20 Schedule of Correspondence Received 

 Partnership Matters 
RBC: Mayors Service 11 October 
Wicksteed Playscapes: brochure 
Kompan: brochure 
RBC: Standards Comm Meet 30 Sept 
WCC: Diversion of footpaths FH, 589, 690, 701, 702, 703, 704, 705 & creation of FH731 
WCC: B4090 Road Closure sometime beyond 18 Nov 
RBC – S Mullins: 4 year Dispensation for Trustees to consider granting Parish Council 
funds to the FVAT  
WCC: Adult Learning Services 
WCC: Diversion Order for Bridleways 742, 746, 747 and footpaths 764, 150; public path 
763 extinguished 

 Newsline 
  

11/09/21 Schedule of Correspondence Sent  
  RBC – S Mullins: Dispensation Request 
   Ridgeway Nurseries: Quotation Request 
 

 

PLANNING MATTERS 
 
11/09/22 For Parish Council Consideration  
 
11/09/23 RBC Approvals 

` 2009/171/FUL  Priest Bridge Farm: A temporary agricultural dwelling  NO OBJECTIONS 
 

2009/207/FUL  3 Cross Lanes Barn, Cruise Hill, Elcocks Brook: Retrospective 
application for timber shed  NO OBJECTIONS  

 
11/09/24 RBC Refusals 
 
11/09/25 RBC Pending 

2009/146/FUL  Land Adjacent to Hillside, Callow Hill Lane, Callow Hill: Erection of new 
dwelling  NO OBJECTIONS 

 
2009/150/FUL  The Pleck, Berrow Hill Lane: New detached garage and store  NO 
OBJECTIONS 

 
2009/156/FUL  25 Droitwich Road: Alterations to add additional bedrooms, living area 
and conservatory with new detached garage  NO OBJECTIONS 

 
2009/159/LBC  Brook House Droitwich Road: Replacement of steel gates to the side 
entrance with a pair of cast iron gates.  Deletion of the current gate posts and addition of 
stone caps to the brick piers, and electric opener to operate gates  NO OBJECTIONS 
 
2009/225/FUL  The Waldrens, Alcester Road: New coach house, swimming pool and 
glazed link  NO OBJECTIONS 
 

11/09/26 WCC Pending 
WCC 08/000061/CM  Priest’s Green Bridge Bradley Green: Application for retrospective 
planning permission for composting  NO OBJECTIONS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
11/09/27 Schedule of Invoices/Payments 

 
   Clerk   Stipend & Expenses Sept & Oct 09               £461.11 LGA’72, 101,11,12 

HMCR    Clerk tax      £107.78 LGA’72, 101,11,12 
A Farnsworth   Sept*       £176.00 PHA ’36 s259/60 

A Farnsworth  Oct Lengthsman     £176.00 PHA ’36 s259/60 

R Maxwell  Internal Audit 2008/09    £100.00 A&A R 2006 
 
   Invoice paid on 2 October using the Emergency Decision Making Scheme. 
 
11/09/28 Schedule of Receipts 
 
   Sept interest                         £0.51 

Oct interest                                         £0.67 
    WCC  Lengthsman  (2x Sept)      £554.70  
    RBC  2

nd
 Precept                £4100.00 

 
Please see October Income & Expenditure Report emailed 11 November                                                       

 
  

COUNCILLOR REPORTS & Future Agenda Items 
 
11/09/29 
 

 

Date and Venue of Next Meeting 
 

Parish Council Meeting at 7:30pm on 17 December 2009 at Feckenham Village Hall  
 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 9:40pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………..  Date ………………………. 
   Chairman 

 
 
 
NOTES OF OPEN FORUM  
 
11/09/30 T Smith: 

1. Would like to know if WCC will trim hedge near bridge on B4090? 
The Clerk stated there would be no action taken by WCC – see 30 September email. 

              2.   Would like to know if entrance to Swansbrook Lane was to plan? 
  Co Cllr Gretton confirmed that the entrance was to plan.  

 
11/09/31 J James  

1. Would like to know if double yellow lines outside of Little House are necessary? 
Co Cllr Gretton to make enquiries about the process of altering lines.   
2. The path connecting village hall parking lot and land behind Coupass Cottages in poor state 

– is it a proper path?   
Bor Cllr M Chalk to investigate 

 
11/09/32 L Venables wanted to know if any action concerning Moors Lane sign is being taken.   
  There is no update on this matter.   
 
 
Minutes prepared by Sean Arble, Clerk to the Council, 15 December 2009 


